
Pertti Jalava 

Ruins

Dedicated to the innocent victims of blind revenge 

For orchestra

Duration: 15 minutes



Orchestra: 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

2 Clarinets in Bb 

2 Bassoons 

2 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in C 

Trombone

Tuba

Timpani (4) 

Percussion (2 players) 

marimba, vibraphone, bass drum, tam-tam, 2 wood blocks 

snare drum, tubular bells, suspended cymbal 

Strings

Duration: 15 minutes 

 p. 1 I Pain and Sorrow 

p. 13 II Hate and Revenge 

p. 27 III Nothingness 

"Ruins" includes the ugliest music I´ve ever written. Reason for that is the subject. This work is my comment for 

inconsolable circles of revenge in too many places on our common planet. The hardest price of this is paid by those who 

are not guilty on these situations. 

The terrorist attack upon the double towers in New York gave me the impulse to this work. I saw this attack as one link in 
the endless chain of revenge. As we all could guess, and unfortunately saw afterwards (in Iraq, Madrid, Afganistan, 
London...) it wasn´t the last. 

"Ruins" begins with a scream of pain, which is followed by funeral music. Snare drum brings aggressive military tone 

with its comments. These comments grow little by little up to grotesque desire for revenge played by brass instruments. 

Percussions and woodwinds are mocking like skeleton at the situation when funeral music and military march are 

crammed into chaos.  

The chaos ends in a long and loud scream of pain by whole orchestra. Inconsolable emptiness falls behind. Memories of 

funeral music and military march glimpse like ruins in the desolation. 

The music is intentionally hard for the audience, the first half ends in painful chaos and the second half is too long and 

empty for us modern, western people, as we have got used on hectic media, which helps us to avoid facing our deepest 

thoughts. 
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2 Horns in F ��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

2 Trumpets in C ��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

Trombone ��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

Tuba ��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

Timpani��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

Percussion 1��������������������������������������������� ��
Tam-tam 

scratch with metal stick
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Large bass drum
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Percussion 2��������������������������������������������� ��

Andante sostenuto

Cymbal - with metal stick
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Violins I ��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

Violins II ��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

Violas �������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

Violoncellos ��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �

Doublebasses ��������������������������������������������� �� � � � � � � � � �!
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Ruins
Dedicated to the innocent victims of blind revenge

Pertti Jalava
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Senza sord

� �	���� �	���� � �	����
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